Algorithm for postoperative intravenous morphine
administration in Recovery unit.

The individual administering the drug is personally responsible for checking the contents of the

syringe. All solutions contain 10mg morphine made up to 10ml with N/Saline.

Recovery staff

must not use morphine brought around from theatre by the anaesthetist. Any morphine to be
administered by nursing staff must be prescribed by the anaesthetist on the “once-only” section

of the patient’s prescription chart.

Routine

observations

Count respiratory rate
Seek advice about

analgesia

If respiratory rate < 8/min and
sedation score 2 — 3 seek advice
of anasthetist and consider
giving naloxone**

Seek medical advice
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